
  God So Loved the World 

   Inspiration and thoughts based on John 3:16 By Max Lucado 

 

Sing: God Loved the World so That He Gave (LSB 571, LW352, TLHN 245) 

 

Leader: John 3:16, probably the best-known and loved Bible verse and often called “the Gospel  

  in a nutshell”, tells it all. Each word has a message for us. Let us take a closer look at the 

  words of this verse, meditating on what they say to us, and what they mean in our lives. 

 

All:  God... 

 

Leader: After the fall, only God, because He is sinless, eternal, all-powerful, could do what had  

  to be done to bring mankind back to Him. God was the only One who could make things 

  right again. And when he tells us that He will not leave us alone but will always be with  

  us, believe Him. 

 

All:  God so loved... 

 

Leader: God loves us with an unconditional love, there is nothing we can do to earn it. And just  

  as there is nothing we can do to win His love, there is also nothing we can do to lose His 

  love. If one feels alone, it is not because God left, but because His love has been   

  resisted. 

 

All:  God so loved the world.... 

 

Leader: Sin is evident in the world as shown by troubled lives, fractured relationships, and the  

  evil all around us. Hearts have become hardened and people do not turn to God for help. 

  When we remember what God has done for us and acknowledge what we have done  

  against God, we take our hard hearts to our Father and He softens them. We live in a  

  hard world, but we don't have to live with a hard heart. 

 

All:  God so loved the world that He gave.... 

 

Leader: God gave, He didn't barter, He didn't trade, He didn't sell what He had. He gave out of  

  His great love. He gave His Son to bear the sin of the world so that the world could  

  share in the glory of the Son. 

 

All:  God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son... 

 

Leader: There is a bond between the Father and the Son, not shared by anyone else. In fact, Jesus 

  said that no one really knows the Father except the Son. Parents know in part what that  

  bond is like as we share a special relationship with our children. God gave His one and  

  only Son to suffer and to die for the sins of the world. And just as we hurt when our  



  children are hurting, He, too, must have been hurting when He saw His Son die. 

 

All:  God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever... 

 

Leader: The word “whoever” rolls out the welcome mat of heaven to all humanity. “Whoever”  

  doesn't qualify, if doesn't narrow the scope, but includes everyone. There is no one who  

  is too sinful, too old, too far away, or too anything to be included in God's “whoever”. 

 

All:  God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

  Him... 

 

Leader: What must I do to be saved? Believe in Him. But that seems to be too simple, there must                                                                                                           

  be something that I have to do to satisfy God's needs and to earn His love, in our world 

  of having to prove ourselves, to simply trust and believe just doesn't seem enough. But  

  that is what God wants, that is what brings us into a relationship with Him. 

 

All:  God so loved the world that He have His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

  Him shall no perish... 

 

Leader: We don't like to talk about hell, but hell is real – it is where God isn't. Many say they  

  have experienced hell on earth, but that is only partially true. While living on earth, even 

  those who do not believe are receiving God's blessings – each new day, food to eat,  

  comforts of this life, and the list goes on. To perish in hell would be an eternity without  

  God. 

 

All:  God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

  Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Leader: Eternal life is where God is. Jesus said He has gone to prepare a place for us. What and  

  where will that place be? We don't really know, but we do know that it will be a perfect  

  place overseen by our perfect Lord. And when the time is right, He will come and take  

  us to the home He has prepared for us and there we will live with Him forever. 

 

Closing: An appropriate hymn 
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