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John 4:4-42; Acts 8:1

“If you really knew what | have done, you wouldn’t want me in your group!”

If there ever were a woman who would see herself as unfit to work for a holy and just God, it
would be the Samaritan woman, the woman Jesus met at the well. There was no question that
her lifestyle was sinful and contrary to the way God would want her to live. Just by virtue of her
being Samaritan, she was considered contemptible and reproachful to the Jews. Yet, Jesus
brings life to this woman, and she, in turn, brings her countrymen to Jesus.

This account begins with Jesus traveling through Samaria on His way to Galilee. Jesus is tired
and sits by the well while His disciples go to the village to buy food. The Samaritan woman
comes to the well to draw water, and Jesus asks her for a drink. This surprises her, and she
asks Jesus why He is asking her, since she is a Samaritan woman and He is a Jew. Jesus
continues to talk to her and tells her He would give her living water. This is of great interest to
her, since Jesus tells her that whoever drinks of this water will never be thirsty again. She thinks
having this kind of water would be wonderful, perhaps thinking of all the times she had to go to
the well in the heat of the day. Then Jesus tells her to go and call her husband, to which she
responds, “l have no husband.” Jesus tells her that what she says is true, continues to tell her
that the man she is living with is not her husband, and then says that she has had five
husbands. She correctly perceives Him to be a prophet, and Jesus replies that He is the
Promised Messiah, the One who is the Living Water.

At this point, she returns to the village and tells the people there, “Come, see a man who told
me everything | ever did. Could this be the Christ?” John 4:29 NIv The villagers come with her to
see Jesus. They listen to Jesus’ words of life. They invite Jesus to stay longer, and He stays
with them two more days. The Bible continues, And because of His words many more became
belisvers. John 4:41 NIV The villagers say to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of
what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the
Saviour of the world. * John 4:42 NIV

Why God used this sinful woman to bring an entire village to Him is not clear. God works in
mysterious ways, using people He chooses to accomplish great things for Him. What is clear is
that this woman did not let anything stand in her way of bringing people to Jesus. Her
enthusiasm in proclaiming Him to her people was remarkable. The Holy Spirit did the rest.
Several years ago, the buzz-word among congregations who sought growth was “networking.”
The idea was to have people reach out within their circles of friendship and bring the
unchurched people they associated with to church. It was very hard for those who only knew
church people to become good networkers. If, however, you associated with people who had no
church connection, it was easier. The Samaritan woman was the perfect networker. She had a
circle of acquaintances who did not know the Lord, and she simply witnessed to the Lord’s
presence among them.







One must wonder whether the men of the village, knowing her reputation, went to see Jesus
with feelings of great cynicism and doubt. But they were moved to just “come and see,” and God
made something great happen. It is interesting to note here that the Word of God continued to
spread to Samaria following the stoning of Stephen and the persecution of the early Christian
Church. Acts 8:1 isn't it awesome to think that these displaced believers may have been
welcomed by the very families who came to Christ through this woman?

There are many people in the world today who have left behind lifestyles of which they are
ashamed. Things of the past, once confessed to our Saviour, are forgiven and must be left
behind. While God has the marvelous power to forgive and then forget, we sinners with our
human frailties often fail in that area. Forgiving outwardly, but not forgetting, is a great
impediment to those seeking to do God's work. We must constantly strive to reach out and bring
in those who feel they are “not good enough” to do God'’s work.
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Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, You came to save sinners. You saved each one of us. Help us to
reach out to those who may feel unworthy to serve You. Give us the power to proclaim Your

love and forgiveness to them so that they may serve You with great joy! Amen.
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